FROM GLOBAL TAX DODGING
TO WORLDWIDE WELLBEING
This week’s publication of the European Union’s
latest 2049 wellbeing reports was met with the usual
grumbling from government ministers and conservative
commentators. Naysayers, however, ignore the prosperity
that the 15-year-old system has brought and the wider
changes this technocratic turnaround represents.
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Source: New Zealand Sustainability Dashboard Project <bit.ly/2TqZD1Q>
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OBJECTIVES

INDICATORS

Critical components
for achieving goals

Key factors contributing to
targeted national outcomes

Parameters that can be assessed
in relation to an objective

Maintaining equity processes

Non-discrimination

Improving support
for vulnerable groups

Support to vulnerable people

EQUITY
IS SUPPORTED

Maintaining a safe, hygienic
& healthy environment
HUMAN
HEALTH
& SAFETY IS
PRIORITISED
Improving facilities to
meet basic human needs

Respecting cultural
worldviews & use rights
COMMUNITY
RESILIENCE IS
ENHANCED

Health & safety policy
Absenteeism

Workplace safety
& health provisions
Community health
Commitment to biculturalism
Knowledge & awareness
Product quality
Food sovereignity

Recognising stakeholder
values & choices

EUROPE’S TOMORROWS

35

Contribution to local community
Social capital
Human capital
Identity/sense of place

Women (2016)
Women (2080)
Men (2016)
Men (2080)

From pyramid to pillar
Age distribution projections, average for EU28 in 2016 and 2080 (% of total population)
Source: Eurostat (online data codes: demo_pjan and proj_15npms)
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the idea during the First Eurozone Crisis.

This unlikely alliance soon embarked
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Fund researchers were pointing out that
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This decline in the relevance of stand-

troubled Eurozone. As for the new global tax,

alone statistics is only the backdrop to today’s
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Wellbeing’s critics are right to say that

Crisis of the early 2020s, two governments
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continue to be measured, unemployment still
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matters, but they are no longer total proxies for

had been at the centre of the campaign. At

the quality of everyday lives. Now the numbers

almost the same time, in Italy newly elected

put people first.

left-green forces announced heavy investment
in urban infrastructure and renewable energy
and excluded this spending from debt-to-GDP
calculations. Markets at first reacted with
panic. Public debt levels had been battered
from 2022 to 2025, but the open backing
of the German chancellor, impressed by the
detailed proposals, and widespread support
from economists calmed market fears.

JAMIE KENDRICK
is editorial assistant at the
Green European Journal.

